PRAEZE

I am Annie. | am 15 and moved to Portland 6 years ago. | first started my chinese education in
kindergarten, learning zhuyin and later pinyin to substitute the characters | did not know. After |
finished 4th grade however, my family suddenly moved to Portland. In my new school, there
were no chinese language courses available so | was unable to continue anymore chinese
education until | took a beginners chinese class in the 8th grade for fun. This year is the first
year where | am able to take a class to learn more. At home, we used Cantonese and English
with no Mandarin which was only used in school. My parents are from Guangdong, a province
that mostly speaks Cantonese. From Guangdong to now in Portland, much history has
happened.

My dad’s family had strong political and military power when he was younger. His grandfather’s
cousin, Chen Ji Tang, was a powerful general in the military during the war. He and his
grandfather, a large trading powerhouse, had a strong bond. During one night when he was
around 4 or 5, his house was raided and his father and grandfather were killed. So his mother,
his two older sisters and him fled to vietnam. He grew up there until high school. He then flew to
new york for college, leaving behind his two sisters, who both later married viethamese soldiers.
He then flew to maryland and texas for further education, where ah ma came to the us.

He then travelled to san francisco. He was working under a newspaper company as a solicitor
for advertisement spaces. One day, he went to a restaurant to see if they wanted an
advertisement space in their paper where he saw Yang Ha Cheung who later came to be my
mom.

My mom was born in Guangzhou, a city in the Guangdong province. She spent her childhood
there until the family business went under during the communist rule. In search of visa approval,
her family stayed in hong kong shortly before being approved to fly out to portland at 17. Later
she ended up staying in san francisco working at her sister’s restaurant. While working, she met
my dad.
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